We present moderate-resolution (<5 Å) long-slit optical spectra of 51 nebular objects in the nearby Sculptor Group galaxy NGC 300 obtained with the 2.3 meter Advanced Technology Telescope at Siding Spring Observatory, Australia. Adopting the criterion of [S II] Total :Hα ≥ 0.4 to confirm supernova remnants (SNRs) from optical spectra, we find that of 28 objects previously proposed as SNRs from optical observations, 22 meet this criterion with six showing [S II] Total :Hα of less than 0.4. Of 27 objects suggested as SNRs from radio data, four are associated with the 28 previously proposed SNRs. Of these four, three (included in the 22 above) meet the criterion. In all, 22 of the 51 nebular objects meet the [S II] Total :Hα criterion as SNRs while the nature of the remaining 29 objects remains undetermined by these observations.
Introduction
The spectral identification of supernova remnants (SNRs) was pioneered in a series of papers by Mathewson and Clarke (1972 , 1973a , 1973b , 1973c As we are located in the dusty disk of the Milky Way, the study of SNRs is hampered by the extinction and reddening effects of the interstellar medium (ISM) which impairs our (1997) ability to see Galactic SNRs at wavelengths other than radio. However, observing SNRs in nearby galaxies-particularly in face-on galaxies with high Galactic latitude-reduces absorption by both the host galaxy and our own (Matonick and Fesen 1997; Pannuti et al. 2000) . Surveys of SNRs in the Local Group galaxies and galaxies within some nearby clusters have resulted in samples that are free from biases. A list of over 450 optical SNRs found in external galaxies is given by Urošević et al. (2005) , Matonick and Fesen (1997) and Pannuti et al. (2007) . Finding new SNRs is a task best carried out using multiple wavelength surveys (mainly X-ray, optical and radio) rather than a single wavelength survey (see Filipović et al. 1998 Filipović et al. , 2008 Lacey and Duric 2001; Payne et al. 2006 ). Radio-continuum observations using one frequency cannot uniquely identify SNR candidates, clearly differentiate SNRs from other nebulous objects or contend with the confusion that arises due to the presence of background sources (namely distant AGNs). An example of the most recent work in multiple wavelength observations of extra-galactic SNRs (M 33) is presented by Long et al. (2010) .
In this paper we present moderate-resolution (<5 Å) long-slit optical spectra for 51 nebular objects in the nearby Sculptor Group galaxy NGC 300. Dodorico et al. (1980) first published optical observations of SNRs in this galaxy. None of the 7 candidates published in that paper match any of the 51 candidates discussed here. The 51 candidates studied here were chosen from those published by Blair and Long (1997, hereafter BL97) and Payne et al. (2004, hereafter P04) . Table 1 ). An image of NGC 300 is presented in Fig. 1 : this galaxy has been classified as flocculent-that is, its arms are poorly defined and it features many giant H II regions which are evidence of many star formation episodes (Read and Pietsch 2001, hereafter RP01) . The similarity of angular size between NGC 300 and other nearby spiral galaxies that have been studied (such as M 33 and other members of the Sculptor Group, such as NGC 7793) lead us to conclude that NGC 300 is a typical, normal spiral galaxy (BL97).
We adopt the long accepted [S II] Total :Hα line flux density ratio to distinguish between a SNR and either a H II region or a planetary nebula (PN). This criterion-if the [S II] Total :Hα ratio is ≥ 0.4 the object is assumed to be a SNR, if <0.2 the object is more likely to be a H II region or a PN-has been used many times for galaxies in the Local Group and other nearby galaxies (for example BL97; Matonick and Fesen 1997; McNeil and Winkler 2006; Payne et al. 2007 Payne et al. , 2008a Payne et al. , 2008b . As described previously, the physical processes thought to create this criterion are well understood (BL97 and references therein).
Because of its low inclination angle (measured to be between 43 • and 46 • ; Tully and Fisher 1988 and Puche et al. 1990 ) and its high Galactic latitude (−77.17 • , Table 1), observations of NGC 300 entail very low internal extinction (Butler et al. 2004 ) and foreground reddening (E(B − V ) = 0.013 mag, Bland-Hawthorn et al. 2005) .
